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L. Prior to 2, August 1953, the Vojenska Technicka Akademie (Military Technical Academy)
{VTA) in Broo (P 50/N 40), including the academy headquarters, which was subordinate
directly to the Ministry of National Defense, was located on tho esst side of ul,
Leninova. The academy had the w and in military 25X1
correanondence, was addreased and, in eclvilian correspondence

f

2,  The academy was organized into the headouarters with several sections, six achools
and one instructicn regiment, VIA commander was Lieutenant General Bohumil Lomsky,
an able officer of Jewish origin , who had graduated from a Moscow academy. His
deputy was Lieutenant General Trejbal, (fnu}. Selentific daputy commander was liajor
General Professor Dr. ing. Frantisek Perna, a well-known expert in coal chemistry.
who had been taken over from the former Institute of Technology and whosz deputy 25X1
was Colonel Shanelec (fnu). A Soviet colonsl was lisison officer. Hisg sdjutant was
Gzech Lieutenant Fricky (fnu). Sections of the academy haadqwtersm
included = personnel mction, the politleal section under, Llsutenant Colona Fora.
(fru), who was Zastupce hacelnika pro veel politicke (deputy politizal commander)
{Z8P); a finance section; an administrative section; an instructicm section under
Gr 1ol Zuzka (fnu); a sclentifie research section; a technical wetion in charge
of technleal equipment and motor vehleles; a real estate gection; and a general
haadouarters section, which also issued the order of the day, The selentific research
sectlor was headed Ly Major Dr. Jaroslav Goll, who held the dector's degree of natu-
ral sclence and joined the army in 1951. His predecsssor was Colorel Chaloupka (fnu),
who was a poor sclentist, The staff of the research section included ldiewtenant Co-
lonel Otto Horak, Major Svernik (fnu), Captain Tech Kupal (fnu), and Colonel Getz
{fnu), vwho wes assigned administretive missions, four translators, two correctors,
and three women. The research section collected patents, evaluated the technical 1i-
terature of foreign countries and published the periodical "Shornik VTA" for VTA
personnel. In the summer of 1953y it was planned to distribute the "Sbornik® to
Czech Army units, The sectlon had monuseripts of translations printed at the post
urinting office, o

3. The academy schools whose heads were required to have attended a trainming school in
the USSR, included an artillery school; a tank school an aeronautical school, an en-
glneer school, a signal. communication school, a chemleal warfare scheol and e general
school ¢nlled Takticky Operacni Cyklus (cycle for tacties and operations) (TOC) and
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chairs for lenguages, mathematics, and general science., Each school wsg organized
into three sections called odbor, The Odbor Veliteletky (OV) section trained TGl
lar officers lsss than 35 years old, who ranked from junior lleutenant up to and
including oaptaln, The Odbor Yojensko-Frumyslny section {Militery Industrial
Section) (OVP) instructed trainees who could slso join the armament industry. The
Odbor Velitelstko Technicky {Miiita®y Technical Seotion) (OVY) section trainsd teche
nical officer candidates. The commanders of the schools ranked as regimental
commsndors and were responsible for military training, The commanders of sections
rapked as company commanders end had to care for the traimses. Each school had se-
veral chsirs occupled by a commander and assigned officer professor. The tenk achool
under Colonel Antonin Matl was in close contact with a tank wnit staticnsd at Vyzkov
(P 50/ 71), Officers of the school included Ceptein Mendl {fnu), Jewlsh, political
nfficer; Colonel Soucek (fmu),sclentific deputy commander, formsrly professor at

the Institute of Technology; Lieutenant Goloael Krska (fmu), whe prepared lastruction
schedules; and Captain Sembers (fma), edjutant, The school had three chairs including
chair 28 for armored warfare tactics under Lieutensnt Colonel Bones {fpu), whose

aid was Captain Tech Xolibelnik (fnu); Chair 29 for armored enginearing under Colo-
nel Tech Hlavecee (fmu); and chair 30 for military technical affeirs of tho armored
comnand. The engineer school was commanded by Colonel Belohoubek {fnu). Officers
assigned to the signal communication school ineluded Major Tech Svec {fna}, and
Captaln Tech Drab (fru), The artillery scheol included about 20 instruetion officers.

The VTA headguartera with sections wes in a nsw five-story building, mom than 100
moters long, with two sids wings to the rear, which was located on the sast slde of
Leninova and was boundsd by lrncirska to the north and Zahradnikova to the south.,

It was st1ll called Soudni Budeva (eourt bullding) by the population. The main ene
trance was on Leninova and the enirance for motor vehicles was on Hrnelraka, The nore
thern half of the building was oceupisd by the air school, Other elements of this
school and the library were in the former bullding of the school of law of Masaryic
Unlversity on the north side of ul. rneirska, whose entrancs was on ul, Veveri. The
buildings of the former Benes Inatitute of Technology on the west side of ul. Vaveri,
which wore bounded by Resalova to the north and Rybkowva to the south, housed the
signal and engineer school as well as officas, classrooms, workshops, storage roons
and drawing rooms. The buildings of the chemical laboratories of the former Benoes
Institute on the west were occupied by the chemical warfare school. The tank -gehiool
vas in buildings on both sides of ul. Bedrisha Macku, which also housed a work-
shop and an exhibltion of a tank comoonent. A tank was in the yard of these bulldings.
In the spring of 1953, the building of the former commercial achool on the west cide
of ul, Leninova, which was bounded by Nerudova to the north and Kotlarske to the

' south, was teken over by the VTA, Trainess and officers were billeted at various sites
in the post area.

The firwt olasses of tralnees consisted of studeats of the former Benes Institute

of Technology which was still responsible for construetion engineering., Classes in-
cluded highschool gradustes and gradustes of the workers®' continuation achool, with
rather poor education. All applicants bad to pass an entrance examination, whose
subjectsvere soclology (Marxism, Leninism, ete.), Uzech and Russian. Fxaminations
were held prior to the end of every term. After the final axanination, the trainees
were given the title of technieal officers, Soldlers were discharged as lieutenants,
senior lieutenants, or caplains depending on their qualifieations, Trainees and :
of ficera wore khaki uniforms., Air force trainses wors blue uniforms. All wore silver-
~bordered black epaulets with one silver chevron pointing inverds, fivs pointed star
emblems with a toothed wheel and, the letters VT4 in the middle for insignia and wp
to four red service chevrons, abtout 5 am long and 1 em wids on the lowser arms.
Officers wore silver epsuleta or, if thqv belonged to a btranch of service, their
service color, but VTA ingignia. Genorals wore stars arranged in a gtraight linpe,
Former senior captains who hsd served for several ysars were promoted to the rank
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of major, and younger officers formerly holding the rank of major rarbd as
captain. Trainees received double the pay of soldiers with corresponding rank,
The officera’ pay could not be determined, Two weeks leave during which training
ground or armament plants were visited were granted after every ternm.

The VTA instrustion regiment was commanded by Lieutensnt Colomel MHadilek {fmu),

and was quartered in the cantommsnt on Kravi Hore {ecow hill). It hed the postal
address of the VIA and used the VIA code designetion in vfficial corraspondencs.
Deputy comeander was Lieutenant Colonel Andsleky {fmu), The regiment was organised
into one headguarters company, one tank company, one moltorized battery, one signal
compuny, one ongineer company, and one chemieal warfare company, The headguarters
conpany, wbhich numbered 120 men, was commanded by Major Gregor {frnu). The motorized
vattery, which numbered sbout 20 men, waj eculpmd with four guns of asbout 100 mm,

The tank company had five T 34 taniks, Only trained IM wers reassigned to the school
regiment, 25X1

L]

\ \the trunslators' group of the seientific research section trans-
lated publicatlons from Ruasian, Fpgllish, Polish and Spenish. About &0 percent of
the texts were Russian publications and ebout 15 wercent were Bnglish publications,
Books or publications translated inecluded:

& pamphlet of about 400 pages on wostanowljenije ‘tankow {Pank resair} by Colonel
Yofremov {fnu) published by the Moscow Militsry Academy; an 80 page manusl on the
improvement of passive alr defense in villages, published by the Fng inser Acadeny
in loscov,and & msnual on the orpganization and improvement of air warning, This
nanuel mentioned three types of aireraft warning,nanely,warning in the border area,
at important conters;and at ordinary warning stautions. It provided that warning in
the border area focus on main aporoaches; the indivicunl stations be equipped with
obgervation, monitoring or radar eouipment and in the eovent of approsch, the ob-
serving stations warn the neighboring stetions, nearest air defense unit, airfield,
military unit or command agency, snd industrial center and thet the recorting ste-
tions bte locsted in special ahove-ground or underground cuarters souipped with ob-
servation posts., It also demanded that the renorting organizetion near important cen-
%ers be arranged around the instollation %o be protacted im & cirele of 150 to 200
km in dismeter, and ordinery stationshe equipped with monitoring devices only or om-
Ploy visual observation, Also translated were a lithographed manuzl of about 12 pages
on training of headquarters, which conteinsd directives for the practical and theo=
reticel training of officers serving with hesdouarters un to divisicm lewvel, and
praoseribed that treining of oificers of batialion headquartsrs up to and including
division headguarters be dirscted by the respective superior commsnder; a wanual of
about 60 pages on armored combat in towns; a menual of about 16 pages on tanks and
SF guns in defensive combat; a lithographed momusl of about 20 pages ou artillery
praparation of #tacks & menual of zbout 30 pagss, on the avplication of chemical
varfare agents in combat published in 1348; & manual of about 40 papes on rivers
=crosaingy snd a llthographed manual of 17 pages on meund of signal cownmunieation.

All manuals were Soviet publications. Juring the period of hie activity at the VTA,
gource noied no work comnecisd with atomie wescoms and heard of no astomic research
activity, : ‘

Prior to Auguet 1953, military installations in ths Drne post area included the -
former Artilliery Barracks on the east side of Tisenhowerova which guertered s horse-
drawn artillery units the caotonment in the Pisarsky Borough on the wostern bank of
the Svratka River which was occupled by an enginser unit; the komendatura {posadkovae
gprava) on the east side of ul. Veveri in the block hounded by Pekarenska %o the
gsouth and Solkolska to the north, which slso housad s clothing depot; the nilitary
distriet headouarters {obvodni vojanski velitelstvi) at the intersection of Luzanecks
and tr. Kapltana Jurose, formerly Legionarn,and the Army Zuilding {posadkovy) on

the sast side of Hugova tr.
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1. ]—LM‘, The information confirms the iilitary Technical Acudemy under ' 25X1
Lisutenant, General Lomsky prlor to August 1953, .

< |:|Céomment-n Previous information in 1951 indicated thst the barrecks installation 25X1
of the formsr 6th Czech Arty Regh quartered an sriillery unit and the Plsarski
eantonment quartered an sngineer bettalion.
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